
Beginner Band Parents, 
 
I hope this letter finds you staying safe and enjoying each other’s company at home. We would like 
to use this to personally welcome you into the DCMS band program. Though this year is going to be 
quite different for band, we are confident that students who want success will get it. The directors 
have been extremely hard at work leaving no stone unturned as we prepare to re-open not just one 
but two schools this year for our band classes. Please read the information below carefully as it will 
detail the many plans we have for a safe return to school. We will also be detailing VIP learner plans.  
 
This year, more so than any other year, it is absolutely vital that every student and parent is signed 
up for all of our notifications. We are going to be primarily utilizing three platforms for mass 
communication: BAND app, Schoology, and our Band website. Please click the link below to 
learn how to subscribe to the Band app. The chat rooms within the app are a huge form of 
communication for us, so also make sure to subscribe on there as well.  
 
Band App How To  
www.dcmsband.org  
 
Schoology is going to be our main platform for viewing, working through, and submitting 
assignments. All lessons will be uploaded to schoology in a very organized manner. Each 9 weeks, 
there will be folders for each week containing 5 daily lessons which must be completed in sequential 
order to progress to the next lesson. We are also implementing a new LEVELS system for grading, 
of which we will detail how it works after school gets up and going. The following is going to be the 
breakdown for student grading, both traditional and VIP: 
 
Performances/Tests: 50% 
LEVELS: 40% 
Participation/materials/daily lessons: 10%  
 
All VIP students will be expected to follow along with these lessons as well. VIP learners will have 
access to all content through Schoology and will be able to follow along with all daily lessons. 
EVERY student matters to us and we are working to keep every student equally involved in the 
learning process this year. We do this so that students can return to school, whenever that may be, 
ready to be integrated back into the performance classroom. Band is going to look very different to 
all students, regardless of their learning choices. For VIP students, they will not get the satisfaction 
of performing with others in the class until they return to school, but it is our hopes that through video 
assignments and an open line of communication that these students will continue to grow and love 
music.  
 
In regards to instruments, as beginners we still have a couple of steps to take in order to get ready to 
start learning an instrument. Throughout the first and second week of school, all traditional students 
will be tested and placed on an instrument based on interest, physical characteristics, and need. All 
students who are VIP learners will need to come to the school on Saturday, August 15th to get 
placed on an instrument. More details about time slots for this event will be sent out the 1st week of 
school. Once every student has been tested, we will be hosting an instrument rental night. All 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1v9TpET7U-u7Gg3QyQq3Mx44fBay8eHAZNqOjQx17z4Q
http://www.dcmsband.org/


students and parents will need to be in attendance this night to pick up their instrument. The 
instrument rental night will take place on August 20th. More details will be sent out closer to time 
regarding this night.  
 
In terms of safety measures for traditional students we are doing everything we can to prevent an 
overuse of aerosols in our room. In regards to instrument testing specifically, we want you to feel 
safe knowing we are taking all preventive measures. Each student will be given parts of instruments 
to try out. After a student touches a part of an instrument, we will sterilize it in a solution of 50% 
water and 50% hydrogen peroxide for 15 minutes. After the 15 minute sterilizing, the instrument will 
be sprayed with a solution of wintergreen 70% isopropyl alcohol to catch any clinging bacteria. 
According to research, this is the most effective sterilization method for instruments. In the 
classroom all students will be placed in straight rows, vs. the traditional arc setup of most bands. 
Students will be spaced 6ft apart with trombone players getting additional space. No students will 
share instruments. Every student will come in through one door and exit through another to prevent 
extra spread. Students will sanitize upon exiting the room. Students will have instruments and cases 
at their seat to prevent crowded regions by instrument shelving. We will not be utilizing the folio 
cabinets this year for folder storage, so as students head to band with their backpacks, they will be 
asked to get out their necessary materials for band. Lastly, as per the new mandate by the governor, 
all students and teachers must wear a mask at all times. As you can imagine, playing an instrument 
with a mask on is quite challenging. We encourage parents to assist their students in creating a 
mask with a slit cut in it so there is ease of access. This could be a mask with a flap on the mouth, or 
you could have a separate mask for band only. Whatever you feel as the parent is the safest 
decision for your child, we will support it 100%. We are also working on bell covers for most 
instruments to help prevent spread. All flute players are welcome to wear a face shield for their 
instrument. This face shield will help prevent extra spread as well.  
 
I know you still may have many questions. If you are confused or just need someone to talk to about 
band class, please email one of us.  
 
tyler.hart@dcsms.org 
jocelyn.hembruch@dcsms.org  
 
We look forward to a wonderful (and flexible) school year!  
 
Stay safe! 
 
 
Mr. Hart and Mrs. Hembruch  
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